Agenda Item 4 - Creative Network South Update August 2016
 
· Budget Confirmation

Creative Network South has received a budget allocation of £10 000 from PUSH.  Of this £5 000 has been allocated to supporting the network and £5 000 to refresh the Creative Industries evidence base and preparing a prospectus for the creative economy in Hampshire. This work will however require additional match funding. 

CNS also has a budget of £7 000 accrued from past projects and partner contributions, which is held at Winchester City Council, against this budget a number of firm allocations have been made.

· Film Expo 									£500
· City Eye film equipment loan project					 	£500
· Research network November conference					£500
· KnowNow Information Ltd / Digital South – EM3 Digital Consultation 		£500
· Entrepreneurs Unite - Portsmouth - Access to Finance and Growth Summit 	£500
· Hampshire Culture Museums Hackathon 					£500

Provisional allocations have also been made to:

· The design network £500
· Joint project with New Theatre Royal Creative Lab £500

It is likely some of the remaining £3 000 will be needed to deliver the Creative Industries Prospectus Project .

 It is proposed that the after firm commitments have been paid the remaining budget will be transferred from Winchester City Council to Hampshire Chamber of Commerce, who are now hosting the network.

· Events Attended

During June and July Charles Freeman attended a number of events on behalf of the network, these included:

· Cross hub digital futures event Southampton Solent University – The event was designed to promote new research collaborations, 

Following this meeting a partnership between Dr Alexandra Reynolds of The University, Chris Cooper KnowNow Information and  Lucy  Marder  South East Museum Development Programme, Hampshire Culture was  formed to explore a way in which digital practitioners could support the museum sector.

· The Artswork conference - which focused on education and skills development within the culture sector.

· Skills in the Region workshop –Organised to inform research being undertaken by Hampshire Chamber of Commerce and Southampton Solent University to investigate future skills requirements in Hampshire.  CNS was represented in order to ensure the needs of the creative sector were included.

· The Opening of The Hotwall Studios in Portsmouth - Hotwall Studios are one of the capital projects supported by PUSH in order to support the development of the creative industries. On the 22nd August Charles Freeman is meeting Jo Bushnell of Aspex Gallery for a follow up meeting to discuss how visual arts organisations in Portsmouth can work collaboratively to build a profile of the sector in the city.

· EU collaboration Group - Charles Attended a meeting of the EU collaboration group, which focused on the impact of the Referendum decision to leave the EU, the current advice is that the impact on funding is limited. All existing funding streams are proceeding as before, although anecdotal evidence suggests that some decisions seem to have been put on hold.

· Research Network – Charles Attended the research network on 5th August  , which discussed the proposals for a November conference. The idea of linking the development of the prospectus to research network activities was also discussed. 

Partnership with Creative United 

Twelve businesses in the Hampshire area have now received support from Creative United.  Creative United have however now exceeded their available capacity and will not be enrolling any further businesses until the start of 2017.  It is therefore proposed event at Southampton Solent University should be postponed until early in 2017.

Investment Summit

 KnowNow Information Ltd and CNS will be running a joint two hour workshop at Access to Finance and Growth summit in Portsmouth on the 14th September.  The KnowNow section of the workshop will focus on turning an idea into a business plan, the Creative Network South section will feature Fareham based business Globefit, who have received support from Creative United, Who will discuss that pathway to expansion.  





The design network 

[bookmark: _GoBack] Charles Freeman, David Cradduck, Stewart Dunn and Simon Terry will  meet  on the 15th Sept to discuss ways in which CNS and the chamber could support the development of the design network across the border Solent geographical footprint including Portsmouth and Southampton.

	


