Creative Network South Update Report - March 2017


1. Research Network

Paul Wheeler, who has chaired research network since 2012 has been appointed to a job in the town centre management team of Winchester City Council.  The Research network therefore does not currently have a chair.  Charles Freeman is working with Paul to identify a replacement chair.

2. Film Expo

Film Expo was held at Ageas Bowl on the 3rd March, the event was very well received and got a good coverage on That’s Solent TV, and other press. Gilly is considering options for the future of the event and looking for partners to take the event to the next level. 

3. Creative United Prosper Programme

Creative United will be holding a regional launch for their Prosper programme, which focuses on providing business support to arts organisations museums and libraries this will take place at Southampton City gallery on the 11th April. Book Via Creative United Website http://www.creativeunited.org.uk/resources/images/Media_release_-_Prosper_launch_-_FINAL.pdf

4. Portsmouth Makers Guild Update -See Appendix 3.1

5. Studio Providers Network Directory – Aspace have updated the studio providers network directory – see Appendix 3.2

6. Business Support for Creative Businesses in Southampton – Charles Freeman, Helen Stratton, James Gough Prof Suzanne Dixon and Prof Steve Hogg met to discuss support for creative businesses in Southampton. Developing a creative industry stand in the Small Business Competitiveness ESF proposal being developed by university of Portsmouth was discussed. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Further opportunities latter in the year as arts council England will launch a creative industry strand within Grants for the Arts. A key issue is identifying match funding. 


7. Neuro-Divergent Art

John Adams has received Arts Council funding to establish a development agency focusing on the needs of neuro-divergent and autistic artists, this will be based at New Theatre Royal in Portsmouth working alongside the creative lab.  

The Arts organisation DYSPLA has also received funding from Grants for the Arts for an  the immersive theatre project at the New Theatre Royal, which will be accompanied by discussions about opportunities for neuro-divergent people in the creative sector 21st 22nd 23rd  Sept 

Following the December Meeting Charles Freeman has discussed with Gavin Hodson idea of workshop to discuss development of opportunities for neuro-divergent people in the sector. 

