Creative Network South Update Report - February 2018


1.	Creative Growth Southampton

The Creative Growth Southampton launch event, which was scheduled for the 25th January has been postponed.  The New date is 4pm on the 19th April, the event will be held in the Spark Southampton Solent University.

Mick Smith has been appointed as programme mentor and has started meeting with businesses.  A Launch press release will be prepared for the end of February by James Gough. The Creative Growth Southampton website should also will be launched at the end of February.  	

Southampton Cultural Development Trust are acting as lead organisation for creative growth Southampton. The funding partnership is made up of PUSH, Creative Network South, Southampton City Council, Southampton Solent University and Southampton Cultural DevelopmentTrust.


2.	Creative Declaration

Creative declaration final amendments have now been made, the final text is on the CNS website.  At the last meeting we discussed formal launch and distribution, it will be useful to follow up this discussion at meeting on the 8th Februaryand also agree key people who should be sent a copy of the report these could include MPs and Heads of Economic Development. 


3.	Partnership for Urban South Hampshire

The December PUSH meeting noted the creative industries declaration.  At the pre meeting with Local Authority chief executives discussion occurred about PUSH investment in creative workspace.  It was noted that Eastleigh Borough Council are closing the Tech Hub in Eastleigh, it is also noted Depozitory Studios on the Isle of Wight will close. The joint committee report sought to respond to these concerns by noting that demand for affordable artist workspace remains strong across South Hampshire; similarly supported workspaces including the innovation centres run by Oxford Innovation are offering a successfully support for high growth creative businesses. However spaces which are passively managed without offering business support or significant access to technology do not seem to be flourishing in South Hampshire.  

CNS requested £10 000 funding from PUSH for 2018/19 and £20 000 for the continuation of Creative Growth Southampton, this funding will not be decided until June 2018.


5.	CNS Website

CNS website is now live, Charles Freeman and James Andrews are however updating the website to include articles published in Business News, and meetings reports.  Steven Hill and Alex Reynolds are updating the 'Research' page on the website.


6.	Incuhive

Charles Freeman and  Jeff Walters from Southampton CC visited  Incuhive in Chandlers Ford . Incuhive is run by Steven Northam of SN Technologies Ltd.  The centre accommodates a number of digital businesses with significant growth potential, and at the same time offers affordable flexible workspace.  Part of the mission of Incuhive is to encourage young entrepreneurs. Incuhive therefore runs an entrepreneurship programme with enterprise M3 and has established partnerships with universities and colleges offering desk space to competition winners.  Steven will give a presentation to the meeting on the 8th Feb.


7.	Creative and Digital Census

Matt Desmier of Silicon Beach has undertaken work on the creative and digital census, CNS members have been invited to circulate link to census to businesses in the area, the census will produce consistent survey data across Bournemouth, Southampton and Portsmouth for the first time. The link to the survey is https://medium.com/@mattdesmier/the-great-south-coast-creative-digital-economy-survey-5684f8753926

8. 	Skills

[bookmark: _GoBack]Artswork held a meeting on the 31st January to identify connections between, Mayflower 400 Skills / Digital Skills agenda, The wider Skills Agenda in Southampton and The Artswork / Hampshire Chamber of Commerce Creativity Plus project. Southampton City College are holding a meeting on the 20th February to discuss their approach to the delivery of Creative and Digital Apprenticeships. 



8.	Venture Fest

Creative Network South is supporting Venture Fest South https://venturefestsouth.co.uk/on the 1st March. The University of  Portsmouthhave made available a limited number of free tickets to innovative businesses who will benefit from attending.  Charles Freeman has details.


9.	Creative Expo

Creative Expo South http://www.thecreativeexpo.co.uk/ is taking place on the 21st March at Havant and South Downs College, Charles Freeman will be attending , Artswork have a stand.











