
Creative Network South Update Report - December 2022


1) Film Workshop

On 23rd September Creative Network South in partnership with The Southern Policy Centre held a workshop to explore, how the film sector could be developed in the central south.  The workshop was hosted by Fareham College.  

The workshop identified an opportunity for sector development. Following the workshop Prof Roy Hanney of Solent University and James Ford of Solent LEP applied to the BFI in partnership with the regional film agency hosted by watershed in Bristol for funding to develop a screen infrastructure body to take forward the screen agenda in the Solent region.  It was noted the new BFI strategy focuses on the screen sector rather than just film. The BFI definition of screen includes, games, VFX  VR and other interactive media.


2) Business Support

The Solent growth hub launched a new creative industries business support programme. 12 businesses on the Isle of Wight and 13 businesses on the mainland have already registered for support. Network events have been held in Portsmouth and Southampton. In the new Year further networking events will be held in New Forest and on the Isle of Wight.


3) Isle of Wight Culture Strategy

The Island Collection hosted a event to launch the development of the new Isle of Wight culture strategy.  Creative Network South has offered to contribute to the development of this work in the new year.


4) Learning and Skills Improvement Plan

Ross McNally has invited Charles Freeman to support Hampshire Chamber of Commerce embedding culture and creative sector needs within the learning and skills improvement plan(LSIP) .  The Chamber of Commerce is also supporting the development of the learning and skills improvement plan for Enterprise M3. 

It is noted that Solent LEP is working closely with Enterprise M3, Coast to Capital, Greater South East LEP, Thames Valley Berkshire, Buckinghamshire Thames Valley, Hertfordshire LEP's to develop a digital hub.  Opportunities exist to embed the creative sector Skills requirements within the work of the digital hub.


5) Effecting Change Symposium.  

On the 20th January Solent University will be hosting an academic symposium mapping the value of cultural and creative industries in the Solent area.  This event has been organised by Prof Roy Hanney and is intended to launch a new academic network of creative industry researchers in the Solent area.  Roy has also applied to the British Academy for funding to support the work of this network over the next 5 years.

6) Southern Policy Culture and Creative Industry Project

Southern Policy Centre's work on the culture and creative industries concluded with a workshop at Guildhall Portsmouth  in November.  

At the workshop Councillor Pitt of Portsmouth City Council announced that the LEP has established a culture and creative industries sector skills board, he will be looking for industry voices to join this board.  Councillor Pitt also announced that following the Arts Council England NPO decisions, he has met with Phil Gibby regional director of the Arts Council, who has personally agreed to be the contact officer for the Solent area.  It was agreed that a steering group should be formed. The initial task for  this group will be to scope the type of support the arts council could provide in building sector capacity in the area. 

 It was also noted that Arts Council England was not the only funder and it was important to also work with other culture sector funders including Heritage Lottery and BFI as well as funders from outside the sector. Particular attention was drawn to opportunities to support Place Shaping including The Levelling Up fund, and the Shared Prosperity Fund. It was noted that Hampshire County Council has established a new department Hampshire 2050, which will be launched in January. The counties culture team will be embedded within this Department with the specific objective of increasing the contribution of culture and the creative sector to placemaking within the county.


7) The Partnership for South Hampshire

Charles Freeman will be reporting on the progress of the Southern Policy work to the Partnership for South Hampshire in the New Year.  He will also request budget for continued work of Creative Network South, work is likely to focus on running themed network meetings so as to assist a way in which culture can be embedded within key policy agendas.  Initial areas of focus following The Southern Policy Centre Work, will include learning and skills (including career opportunities for young people), place making, health, wellbeing and civic society.  It is also noted there is need to develop some of the sub-sectors including film, festivals and events, and design.  Following the success of the Farnham College workshop focusing on the film sector, similar workshops may take place to develop these sectors.


8 ) City of Culture 

Southampton City Council will be holding a one day conference in February to explain how the legacy of the City of Culture application will be taken forward.  
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