
Creative Network South Update Report


1) Southern Policy Centre Workshops 

The Southern Policy Centre ran two workshops, which were designed to help build a consensus regarding the future of creative industries support in the South Hampshire and Solent areas.   The first workshop in June focused on function of culture and creative sectors in terms of the contributions the sector can make to public policy.  The second workshops attempted to explore the types of support that might be needed in the future.  

Findings from the workshops will be reported to the Partnership for South Hampshire Joint Committee on the 27th September and at the CNS meeting on the 22nd Sept.  (a copy of the report is included among the meeting papers) 

 A series of follow up seminars are now planned, these will focus on the film sector 23rd Sept, the festivals and events sector, the design sector and role the university researchers can play  in supporting the creative economy.

2) Solent LEP 

Following the SPC events , Charles Freeman and James Ford have had initial discussions about the LEPS future role in supporting the creative economy and partnership working between the LEPS serving the South Central Area.  


3) Business Support Service 

The Business Support Service run by Creative Network South; Creative Growth South closed at the beginning of April.  

the growth hub has however agreed to launch a new creative industries focused business support service this autumn. The first step will be to arrange networking/launch meetings in Portsmouth, Southampton, New Forest and on the Isle of Wight.

Details of the new project are to be found on the Growth Hub Website https://solentlep.org.uk/growth-hub-business-support/creative-growth-solent-programme/ 

4) Local Skills Improvement Plan 

Hampshire Chamber of Commerce will be leading on the development of a local skills improvement plan for the Solent Area. 

The Focus for the work in the Solent Area has been set out as follows 

The Solent benefits from a range of maritime assets within a maritime cluster of international standing, with £7.7 billion GVA in direct contributions and indirect impact through its supply chains. Solent LSIP will work with Solent LEP, Solent Freeport, and Maritime UK Solent to ensure our world-leading maritime employers have the skilled workforce required.

The Solent region also boasts strengths in:

·         advanced manufacturing,
·         digital technologies,
· 	aerospace,  
· 	computer science, 
· 	city life (Portsmouth and Southampton), 
•	educational assets, 
•	outstanding natural environment, 
•	visitor, creative and cultural economy. 
 

5) The Hotwalls

	Nicky Curtis is delivering business support to artists based at Hotwalls as part of transition 	following the closure of Creative Growth South.   

6) Business and IP Centre – Southampton. 

 Southampton City Council have launched a business and IP Centre which will form part of a national network of such centres which has been put in place by the British Library. https://www.southampton.gov.uk/libraries/council-libraries/bipc-southampton/ 


7) Venture Fest South 17th of November 2022. 

Creative Network South is delighted to support Venture Fest South - https://venturefestsouth.co.uk/   . 

Venture Fest this year will include a battle of the pitches contest.  (https://venturefestsouth.co.uk/battle-of-the-pitches ) The winner will be awarded £10 000 to promote business growth. 

8) We Are Island – A Cultural Conference - 14th October. 

The island collective have organised a conference on the isle of wight to celebrate culture creativity inspiration and prosperity on the Isle of Wight.

9) Isle of Wight Cultural Education Partnership Conference, Inspiring Young Lives will take place on Friday 21st October. 


10) Ladies Wine and Design – Southampton https://ladieswinedesign.com/soton/ 

In partnership with Design Chapel, LW&D have organised a series of networking events and talks between October 22 and March 23. These events are free and have been part funded by creative network south. 

11) DV Mission 48 Hour Film Challenge. 

For a number of years Creative Network South has supported DV mission. https://www.dvmission.co.uk/   DV mission as well as being a fabulous event in its own right also has a excellent track record in opening pathways for people seeking employment in the film sector. 


12) Quality Place Awards

Partnership for South Hampshire are again running the Quality Place Awards celebrating developments in the area, which make an outstanding contribution to place making.
https://solentqualityplaceawards.org.uk/ 

The shortlisted projects are:

· Butler Granaries New Forest
· Marketplace Romsey
· The West Downs Centre Winchester
· North Stoneham Park Eastleigh
· The Centenary Building Southampton
· Maggie's Centre Southampton
· God's House Tower Southampton
	
	
13) Creative Careers Workshop 

In partnership with Fareham College, A Creative Careers workshop has been organised on the 23rd September to coincide with the film workshop.
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